GONZALES COME & TAKE IT Celebration

Parade Entry FormPRIVATE 

414 St. Lawrence Street

Gonzales, Texas 78629
Dear Parade Participants:

Gonzales, the "Cradle of Texas Independence" will celebrate the firing of the first shot for Texas Independence this year on October 4, 5, & 6. "Come and Take It" was the battle cry of the colonists when the Mexican military demanded the return of the cannon previously given to them for their protection from the Indians. Oct. 2, the date of the firing in 1835, is designated as a Texas Heritage Day. We cordially invite you to come and be a part of this year's festivities and visit the site where it all began.

This year's ‘Come & Take It Parade’ will be held Saturday, Oct. 4, 2014 at 10:30 a.m. with judging to begin promptly at 9 a.m.  Please try to be in place as early as possible. Awards will be presented to the winners as they pass the START point of the parade. 

The parade rules are enclosed with this letter. Please read them carefully and then indicate your participation by returning the enclosed registration form with all the requested information. 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS SEPTEMBER 12, 2014.
*** PLEASE NOTE THESE IMPORTANT ITEMS ***

1.  No undecorated private or commercial large trucks, tractors etc. will be included in the parade.
     (Ex. beer trucks, grocery trucks, heavy farm equipment) Does not apply to antique-type vehicles. 

2.
Car & truck clubs, antique and others, limited to 8 entries per club.

3.
‘School’ entries limited to recognized organizations, (Ex. FFA, FHA, DECA, cheerleaders, student council, class officers and royalty etc.) (Entry forms turned in to appropriate school principal) 
NO MORE "CLASS" VEHICLES for those currently enrolled in school. Reunion floats are permitted.
4.  Marching drill teams will be limited to official school groups, ROTC units and Military or veterans organizations.

5.  No individual horse & riders. Only members of organized groups registered prior to day of the parade. All entries must have a designated contact person responsible for groups’ conduct. There must be an address and current phone number provided.

To those accepting this invitation, parade numbers, a map of the parade route and any other pertinent information will be mailed by Sept. 26, 2014. 
Please keep this letter and address any questions you may have to:  

GONZALES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & AGRICULTURE

Attn: Parade

414 St. Lawrence Street
GONZALES, TEXAS  78629   
Phone (830) 672-6532 FAX (830) 672-6533

Email CTI@GonzalesTexas.com

We look forward to your participating in our "Come and Take It" and helping us make it another great success.

Sincerely, 

Billy Malaer 
Gonzales ‘Come & Take It’ Parade Chairman

PARADE RULES  -  GONZALES COME & TAKE IT    Oct. 4, 2014
1. Parade begins PROMPTLY at 10:30 a.m., RAIN OR SHINE (bring rain gear or plastic covering if needed). Judging will begin at 9:00 a.m.  All entrants to be judged should be in place and set up by this time, and must remain so until judging is completed. 
2. 
Deadline for entries in the parade will be Sept. 12, 2014.
3. 
Autos and large vehicles must be driven by a licensed driver. Small vehicles (mini-bikes, go-carts, 


       etc.) must be operated by a person 12 years or older and parents are responsible for their conduct.

4. 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONSUMPTION BY DRIVERS OR ANY PARTICIPANTS BEFORE OR DURING THE PARADE IS EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN. IF A PARTICIPANT IS SEEN CONSUMING ALCOHOL PRIOR TO OR DURING THE PARADE, IT WILL  RESULT IN THEIR IMMEDIATE REMOVAL FROM THE PARADE FORMATION AND WILL AFFECT FUTURE INVITATIONS.

5. 
No items such as candy, gum, koozies, water bottles or pencils, etc. will be allowed to be thrown from parade entries.  Your organization may have someone walking beside your entry handing out these items.  No children under 12 years or younger may walk the parade route.  No Silly String or comparable material is to be used to spray other entrants, pedestrians, vehicles etc. 
6. All school bands and youth groups are to be accompanied by an adult leader. High School bands that participate are encouraged to bring their Junior High bands either to march with them or as a separate unit. Please complete a separate registration form for each. Leader's name and a phone number must be submitted with registration.  NOTE – All marching groups are to report to the starting point @ St. Louis & College Streets prior to the parade rather than to their numbered space along the lineup route.
7. When disbanding, please don’t block flow of traffic for the entries behind you.
8. 
Due to the length of the parade, it is very important that it keep moving. There should be no more than 2-3 car spaces between each entry. Please don’t intentionally stop or slow the movement of the parade for any demonstration etc., maintain the set spacing. If your entry has mechanical or other problems, pull off to the side and we will try to get you assistance.   

9. 
All riders in cavalcade groups (horses, trail riders, etc.) are encouraged to dress in common attire or costume as a group. Example: blue jeans, western shirt, cowboy hat, etc.  It is preferred to have your horses diapered if possible. 
10. 
All vehicles participating in the parade must be clean and in safe operating condition. They must also be OPERATED in a safe manner not to endanger other participants or spectators.  

11. 
All floats, autos, trucks and ‘novelty’ entries should display their assigned parade position number in a readable manner on the left side of vehicle for judging purposes. A small hand-written sign (6"x 8") in a window or taped to the side of the vehicle is recommended.

12. 
The Parade Committee retains the right to refuse entry of any float, unit or individual not conforming to the standards of the Committee. Failure to comply with the parade rules may result in removal from the parade formation and will affect future invitations.     

13. 
The Gonzales Come & Take It Committee assumes NO responsibility for accidents or loss of any kind. We will make every effort possible to provide an enjoyable and safe parade for everyone but will need and expect your cooperation in order to achieve this goal.
I have read and understand all rules provided by the Come and Take It Parade Committee.

Signature of responsible party:_____________________________________________________________
*********** The rules must be signed and returned for your entry to be accepted. ***********

Annual Come and Take It Parade Entry Form

(Entries wishing to be judged is September 12, 2014.)
* Name of Organization or Individual for entry:_________________________________________________________________________________
* Contact Person:_______________________________________________________________Phone______________________________________________ 
* Address:___________________________________________________________ City, State ___________________________________Zip_______________
* Email Address: _______________________________________________________ 
ENTRY CLASSIFICATIONS (Please check):

· Chamber/Festival

· Commercial (Business related)

· Organization
· Antique/Classic/Auto (Individual entry)
· Auto Club (Maximum of 8 cars)

· School Entries/Youth Groups
· Other: ___________________________

TOTAL LENGTH (IN FEET) OF ENTIRE UNIT:   ______________       

WILL YOUR ENTRY BE JUDGED?          __________________ 
WILL YOUR ENTRY HAVE LIVE MUSIC?    ________________
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Comments for parade announcer including participants, festival dates, special features, etc.  Please keep verbiage to 100 words or less and print or type.   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please return this sheet to:
Gonzales Come and Take It Celebration

Attn:  Parade Committee

414 St. Lawrence Street

Gonzales, TX 78629

Fax: 830-672-6533 or Email: Admin@GonzalesTexas.com
